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PREFACE.

Thi= Manual is izsned h_l.-r command of the Army Council.

e

Wan Orrron,
22md February, 1915,
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8 [Sec. 1-2.

CHAPTER 1.
ORGANIZATION AXD DEFINITIONS.

1. Orgerizaiior.

1. A machine-gun company conaists of i—

Headquartors.
Bections, ench of 4 guns,

The guns may be either Vickers or Muodm, but all the guny
of the same company will be of the snme pattern,

2. A machine-gun company is commanded by a major or
capiain, with s captainor Lieutenant assecond in commanil,

Each section is divided into two sub-seotions, oach com-
muaided by a subaltern with o serjeant as second in commaned.
The senior of the two subnllerns also commands the seetion.

3. The machine gona of a ssction are earrisd in 2 limbered

.5, wngone.  Each scotion has alm 1 limbered (1.5, wagon
for Rmamnnition.

4. Further details ax to pereonnel and vohicles ars given
in Wear Fatablishnomiia. ¢

2, Definilions, |
The following definitions are added (o thoss given in
Infantry Training r—

Band of fire—When a machine gun is fired g0 that tho
cant of Aro is directed on o fixed siming mark, while

Sec. 2.] 7

the gun i so sighted that the Brel cateh is at the
muzsle and the cone nover rises above the Height of
A -man, & band of jire is formed n the apase boiween
the first oatch and the first geaze, (Sce Plats XVIL)
For pmeatical pu on Hat ground, ths trajestory

limite the length of the band to 600 yards,
Detgekment—(In n machinegun company.) The number
of men detailed’ for the servics of 1 gun. Each

detachment is numbesed from 1 to 6, permanent duties
being sllotted to each number. (Hee Hections 16 snd

1)

Fighting linibers— Those limbers détalled to carey the guns,
tripods and first supply of ammenition.

I aetion—A maching gun is eaid to be * in action ™ when
it is mounted, loaded and laid, but is not necessarily
firing.

Tudirect fire.—Fire directed ot on object or area of ground
which is invisibde from the gan positicn.

The procesz of elevating and traversing o gun
till its axiz is made to point in any given direcison.
On completion of this process the gun is said o be
banid,

Machime gun—A gun of the Vickers or Maxim bype. Lewis
guns are not included in thoe term Mackine gion.

Position of readeness— A position in which guns and persganel
it assemblod preparatory to coming into action.

Ranges, termas applied fo—Thee nre the sane for mackine
guns s for the rifle,
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8 [Sec. 3-4.

Sereen of fire.—1 machine gums are sited on any given
defensive line 8o that no portion of the ground in front
n;thfmﬂnuhumwph ¥ ot least one band of fire,
that front is said to bo protected by o seresn of Fi
(Een Plate X VIIL) 4 Lk

e

CHAPTER II
PRINCIPLES AND SYSTEM OF TRAINING.

3. Gencrl Tnslrretions,
T_ha_ prinviples and syatem of training laid down in Infantey
Training, Chapter I, apply to the training of the porsansel
of machine-gun companies.

4. Annuel Iraining.

L. Tho details given in Infsntry Training, Seotion 8, requine
modifieation to snit the new arganization of mu}ﬁ:jgun
comprnies,

2. (o) The establishmont given in pars, 1 of the above

quoted Saction has been superseded,

‘%) Parn, 2, There will be no brigade machine.
offiser, but when necessary the mmmmd“gn;}
the machine-gun company attached to the brigade
will act as sach.

. Mnchine-gon companies will, if available, bs practised in
fickd operations with infaniry battalions, sections being also

Boc. 5-6.] o

oocasionally detailed to co-operate with companies of infantry
during their training.
B. Llementary fracning,
The personnel of machine-gun companics are trained aa
infantry soldiors in squad drill, as lid down in Infuntry
Tratning, before being instructed in the special formations

necessary  for machine-gun companies which are given in
Chapter 111 of this manaal, i

CHAFPTER IIL

SECTION AND COMPARY DRILL.
Hin'l':lt.:rk Digiir,
8, General Rules,
1. A section will be exescized in all the movements of

squad drill, the word section being substituted for squad,

£, Tho rubes laid down in Infantry Training, Chapler IIT,
for section and platoon drill will apply. It must be remem-
bered that a machine-gun section corresponds to s platoon,
and a sub-section to an infantry section,

3, The normal positions of the units of o machine-gun
soction formed up on parade for inspection are given in
Plato I, but & section parading by itsolf for inspection will
fall in with one pace interval beiween sub-sections.
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10 [Bez. T-8.

Coxrasy DRILL

T. General Rulea,

1. The object of nnd roles for company drill of a maching-
R mmﬂt‘l}'ﬁ-::ﬂhunm ae Inid down in Infantry Fraining,
Chapier 1V, an infantry company, with the provises Ixid
down in Section 6 (2) of this mausal,

. The normal positions of the units of o machine-gun
eompany in line and [n column of pouts, ars given in Plates I,
1T nand 111,

& The detail of some special movemsnts is given in e
following seotions.

*8. A company in line moving to @ flenk én colamn of rowle,
. detion grpectad,”
Mowe to the Right {or Left) in Column of Rouats. No.
Boctlion Leading,

1. The company commander, company serjcant-miefor and
symallers will take post on the Hank mearcel the direction
of march,

L The section commanders will give the command No. —
Seclion, Form-Fowrs, Right (or Lefl), Quick— ¥arch; on which
the pun limber nearest the flank of march will wheel into
column of route, followed by its sobu.ssetion and in saccssion
by Lhe remaining gon limbers and sub-seotions in that onder.

. *In Uiy ased the following sectiona the title of the sestion or of the
morrment is shown in ftafves, and b dollownd in Bhe nexi lies by ke
esublen er cxecadive worl of commasa in thick type, The bedy of tha
serbion cosaing the detall  Cawtbons or winds of mmesasd rafornd 1o in
ey divtaill ape dn dholree

SBeo. 9.] 11

& The ammuanition Himbem will follow the rear seciion
in the same ordor as their sections. They will be followed by
the beadguartors limber, water carl, cook’s carl, and trmin
transport in rear in that onder.

8, . eompray in line movimg o a0 flank in column of roule,
" Aclviom maf expected,”

Blova to the Right (or Ledt} in Colomn of Rouie,
Detachments Loading ; Ssctions, Form-—Fours,
Hight (or Lalt],

1. The company serjesnt-major and sipnallers will take
post ot tho head of the eclamn,
Quick—March,

L. The men of the detachmonts will act a3 in squad drill.

2, When the rsar of the defachnsents are clear, the
subsectiqn  offieer of the leading secthon will place
himsel @t the head of the gun limber nearest the direcibon
of march and give the command No— Secction, Walk—

* Mareh, This limber will be foblowed by the other gun

limbes, while the No. 3 limber waits till the mon linibers of the
romaining sections have passed, The remalining sub-section
eommandors will act in a like manner in swecession,

3. The ammunition limbers, headguascters” limbor, wator
cart, cook’s cast, and train transport wil follow in thas
order i ooar, supervised by the secand in command and the
tranaport scrjeant, who ride in mear @ the column,
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12 [Sec. 10-14.

4. The corpomls and other dedails, as shown in Plate T,
will act as brakesmen to the fighting limbers and other
vohicles respectively.

10, A eompany in fing adoowcsg i column of sechiors,
Advance in Column of Sections from the Right (or
Leit).
1. The company serjeant-major s signallers will take
in front of the scotion commander on the right (or beft)

of the line, distances as in Plate L,

2 No. 1 section commander will give the command Ne. 1
Bechion, by the Kighl, Qunek— Mareh, The romaining section
commanders in seecesion will give thoe commund No —
Bection, Quick—MNarch, an which they will lead their seotions
into their places in column in rear of the preceding section.

2. Tho ammunition limbers will take post in rear of the last
section, the limber nearcst the flank of direction lesding
followed by the headquarters’ limber, wator cart, cook's cort,
and train transport.

11. A coonpany in column of seelions forming liee in Lhe
sopme irpefion,
Attha Halt, on the Left (or Right), Form Line, Remalnder
Laft [or Right—Incline,

1. The keading section commander will give the command
No. — Heclion, Holi, Thoe remaining sections will incline
a8 ardercd, when cach section'is immediatedy in rear of its

ition in line, it will receive from its commander, Lefl {or
ghd) Ineline, and, when on alignment, Helf, The seetion
commander will, if necessary, give the command Right (or

Sec. 12-13.] 13

Lefty Dreas, on which the whole will take ap thelr dressing by
the fAank of direction.

2 The company serjeant-major, signallers, ammunition
limbers, water cart. &e., will move to tholr places in lino
diring the maovatent.

3 This movement will always be dane at tha half.

12. A compasy in column of route, * Adclion sod erpecled,"
forming fine fecing a flaal.
At the Halt, Line to the Left (or Right], Company Hall,
¥ Lait [or Right) Turn.

1. Tho men of the detachments will sot 88 in squad drill.

E.Thﬂmhmﬂmﬂhummw jeant will
load their wagons to their places in li X IBoYa-
ment, and when the movement i8 completed will take up
their places in line,

1. The company serjeant-mejor, signallers, servants,
cooks, &o, will take up their places in line during the
movement,

13. A compray in columin of rowls, © Aclion erpected"
forming line facing o flank,
At the Halt, lacing Left (or Right], Form Line.

The leading gun limber will wheel in the named direstion
and halt, followed by tho remaining gun hmbers, which will
whoel and halt in ssoceszion na they amive at thoe oorrect
interval, They will be followed by their respective sub-
gectbons, which will be led to their places in line by their
sub-section serjeants, who will give the command Halt, Leff
{or Righ!) Turs,
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14 [Sec. 14-15.

2. The company serjeant-major, signallors, anunmanition
Hmbers, headguariers’ lNmber, water-cart, cook’s eart, and
train transport will move to their places in line during the
movemeit.

14, &mmmim of vowls, ¥ Aotion expecied,”

fime it D same direction,
At the Halt, on the Left (or Right), Form Line.

The leading gun limber will halt, the remainder dsengnging
o the left (or right) and taking up thele places in line, A
the gun limbers arrive at "their . thoir respective sub.
sections will disengage by the right. On reaching the o meot
itistanee in front of the gun limbers, esch sub-section serjeant
will give the command Af the Half, on the Leff (oo Kephi),
Form Sub-section,

2, The company serjeant-msajor, signallers, aoeunition
lhmbers, headgnarters’ limber, water-cart, &c., will move to
thoir places in line during the movement.,

15, A company in cofumm of rowle, © Acion mol ecpected,”
lf:rrlmﬁl Dineg am the same dircchon,

Al the Halt, on the Left (or Right), Form—Company.
1. The men of the delachmsents will act as in squad dnik
2. The gun limbers will bo led fo their placea in line by

their respeetive sub-section officers.

3. The company serjeant-major, signalles; cooks, servants,
&e., ammunition lEmbers, headguirters’ lmber, water-cart,
ooolt's cart, and train transport will move to their places in
fine dursg the movernent

Sec. 16.] 15

CHAPTER IV.

' MACHINE GUXN DRILI.

"F-:-rm—Ti'm following Sections 10 and 17 are substituted
for Sections 102 and 103 mspeotively in Infantry Trainineg,
Chapter VIL Additional Sootions, 78 to 22, are added for
more advanesd tesining: In order that traindng may be
progressive the ssquence of these seotions should be
audlsened to,

. 16. Alinostion of dulies.

L. The duaties of the seetion commander are to command the
seetion in accordence with his orders and the tacticsl situn.
fmmﬂ-tgmwhmmmmmdmmﬂu
to reguiate the ammunition sepply, and to give
instrootions regarding the movemerits of limbered wagons,
2, The duties of the sub-section officer are to assist {he
gection commander and to act as second in command of the
section,  Hedbould be ready to replace the section commandee

d:::ml-l the Imter hécome o casualty. Normally he will

oma sub-seetion in action and supervise the transpaort

ﬂ?mmMMmmmmﬁmh
serjeant is to supervise guna coming

into action ns the section officer may direct. He mnst be
prepared to take command of the seetion in the event of bath
the officers becoming caanalties. He is bhﬁn' 1!.1:-
lng E&hulhu smong the gan mambers

The corpoml i msponsibie gumral];rﬁ::t
ﬁﬂmmudthaguulaﬂbw On the line ulf ﬁ
hm::hﬂbahirﬂhmﬂmhthﬂhihunqnlmﬂ.
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14 [Sec. 18,

the arder to unpack he will superintend the unpscking, and
take mmmnd'ﬁ the absence of the section uFH,“f:q,- or
perjeant.  He will have the spare parts box handy, suporviss
the ammunition supply and filling of belts, direct the gun
limber as reqaired, superintend the flling of sandbags and
wateh for signals from the section offieer. He will bo pre.
pared to take the place of the serjoant should he becoms a
casualty.

5. The following are the duties of the vatious numbers :(—

No. 1 is the firer.  He will personally clean aad look after
his gun and onsure that the mechsnism is working smoothly,
On golng into sction he will carry the Mark IV tripod and
it in n suitable position and aasist No. 2 in mounting
the jun. He repeats all orders received, observes his own
fire whon possible, and makes the necessary alterstions of
elevntion and direction.

No, 2 amists Noo 1 st the gun, onrries the gun mte action

g

when No. 1 is carrying the tripod, and mounts it with the:

nasistance of No, 1.

{n going into sction he will sccure the tabe of the condenser
to the gan, and take the first aid ense,  In action bo o will
attend to the feeding of the gun, watch for signals from the
seclion or company officer, and generally assist No, 1.

No, 3 i responsible for keeping the gun supplisd - with
ammunition: sesing that the condenser (hall-filled with
:ialﬂ]-mmh;thampndﬁm leefore thers i8 any chanes

the water in barrel cising boiling ; and carrying out minor

wiitlat 1 14 hrFlEIIIDJI.
v, & pasists Mo, 3 in his duties.  He is responsible for
koeping No. 3 supplied with amnunition, water, and spare
. parts from the spare parts box as required.

A 17

5 amld B are spare men. These numbera and the
wat s pange-taker, if dotailed to the saction, sct according
Abe onders of thy seclion or sub-scction officer.
B Section officers will ensure that cach man of Uwe section
' Hﬂﬂ.ﬂ;hly traipisd i the datics of cach * nomber™ A
of “changing round " will be 1, s0 that
every man Will perlorm the sovoral dutics of the section in
- iurn,
17. Elemenfary driil.
Note.—Elementary d-ill consisls of the !I'-l]!!uwing::-—-
() Mounting the gan.
(8} Fonding.
() Sightactting nml laying.
() Unloading.
(e} THamounting the gman,
{(f} Coming into sclion,
{7} Coming out of notion.
(4} Tap imverming el verlieal searching.
() Use of condenses tuboe and bag with water.
|:|||'] 'Hh:lu-t'u!u:p ddrill with gun muoaieta L i h‘l‘tﬂ-t-l'lﬂﬂit-iﬂll.
1. The gans of a sub-section, with tripets owd smmonition
boxes, will be placed on tle gronmed, muezics to the front and
in Ling, Jogs to the rear, and clamps sulliciently tight W provent
the from hanging loose when the tripod ia lifted off the
: the toaversing clamp should be sufficiently loose
to enable the gun to be deflscted by a sharp tap with ihe
hand on the rear eross-piece ;s o e Aglit, sSmmunition
boxes thmee paces in rear of the gune, The guns should be
o convenient distance apart, but ot ¢loser than cight paces,
2. On the command Fall im, the sub-section will fall in
in two ranks, five paces in front of the intecval betwoen the

(m D240
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